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Mt. Pleasant City Council 

MINUTES 

February 9, 2016 

7:30 p.m. 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

The Mt. Pleasant City Council held a regular meeting February 9, 2016 at 7:30 p.m. 

The meeting was held in Council Chambers, 115 West Main, Mt. Pleasant, Utah 

 

1. Welcome 

Mayor David H. Blackham 

 

2. Opening Ceremony: 

Chaplain Dennis Slack gave some devotional thoughts. He read the Gettysburg Address 

from President Abraham Lincoln given November 19, 1863 and a thought from President 

George Washington when he was a Valley Forge, December 29, 1777, “Come support the 

troops…” .  He also said that we should be grateful what we have. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance: Council Member Dan Anderson  

Prayer:  Mark Johansen    

  

3. Roll call: 

Justin Atkinson, Kevin Stallings, Dan Anderson, David H. Blackham, Heidi Kelso, Keith 

Collier, and Recorder, Jane Banks. Others in attendance: Dennis W. Slack, Kendall Smith, 

Sam Draper, Colter Allen, Cameron Parry, Mark Johansen, Sean Wardwell, Julianna 

Armstrong, Samantha Hannon, Beth Collier, Helene Holt, Jackson Pemberton, Coleen 

Oltrogge, Victoria Hannon, Donalyn Shock. 

 

4. Approval of Agenda Items. 

Dan Anderson made a motion to approve the agenda as written.  2nd:  Heidi Kelso.    

All: Aye  Motion carried. 

 

5. Approval of Minutes. 

Dan Anderson made a motion to approve the minutes for the January 12, 2016 and January 

26, 2016 Council meetings with the typos and a correction that Justin Atkinson wanted 

clarified about not being able to hear what was being discussed in council meeting when he 

had to be present by telephone. 2nd: Justin Atkinson   All: Aye  Motion carried. 

 

6. Adjustments  

There was some discussion on the adjustments.   

Heidi Kelso made a motion to accept the adjustments from 1-01-2016 to 1-31-2016 in the 

amount of ($174.97).  2nd:  Justin Atkinson. 

 

Roll call:  Justin Atkinson - yes; Kevin Stallings – yes; Dan Anderson – yes; Heidi Kelso – 

yes; Keith Collier - yes. Motion carried. 
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7. Approval of Claims and Requisitions: 

 

There was some discussion on the claims.  The majority of the council members had come 

into the city offices and received answers to their questions in advance of the meeting.   

 Motion to approve the claims was made by Justin Atkinson to approve the claims dated 1-

23-2016 to 2-5-2016 in the amount of $305,842.27.   2nd: Heidi Kelso.   

  

Roll call:  Justin Atkinson - yes; Kevin Stallings – yes; Dan Anderson – yes; Heidi Kelso – 

yes; Keith Collier - yes. Motion carried. 

  

8.  Public Participation: 
 

Sean Wardwell gave an update on the new website. He explained that it will be user friendly 

and phase I should go live by Friday, February 12, 2016.  Phase II of the website has a hole 

in it concerning economic development.  He has included on the website a spot where the 

businesses in the city can put their information.  The city will then have a local business 

directory on the website.  Phase III that he would like to see implemented would be live 

streaming council meetings. 

 

Helene Holt came forward with concerns about the pool the city is considering building.  

She felt it would be a waste of money and that the city would not be able to pay for it. She 

did like the idea of the covered horse pens out at the Arena. 

 

Gus Baer had concerns about the new PLX meter that was installed on his home.  He was 

worried about the radio frequency sending out micro bursts of radiation.  He felt it would 

cause health and safety concerns.  He was sure that “they” were spying on him and 

gathering information about when he turned his radio or TV on. When he asked if he could 

have his old meter back. He was told that it would cost approximately $60 to have someone 

come read the meter. He was not happy about that and had been feeling ill ever since the 

new meter was installed. 

 

9. Youth City Council Report on Official’s Day at the Capitol. 

  

Youth City Council Mayor, Kendall Smith gave the report about the Youth City Council’s 

experience at Official’s Day at the Capitol.  He spoke about their experiences and being able 

to participate in a Mock Trial on body cameras worn by police officer.  All the youth 

enjoyed the experience and felt that it gave them more insight into what happens with the 

Legislature. He also liked being able to interact with other youth councils to see how they 

worked and what they were trying to accomplish as a youth city council.   
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10.  Discussion on who should be the Grand Marshall for July 4. 

  

Coleen Oltrogge led the discussion on who the council would recommend to be the Grand 

Marshall for the 4th of July Parade.  Several names were discussed including George and 

Barbara Johansen and Shirley and Dennis Slack.  Mayor Blackham gave Coleen Oltrogge 

the assignment to ask them. 

 

11.  Council Members assignments of Areas of Interest. 

 

 Mayor Blackham had handed each of the council members an Area of Interest survey last 

council meeting.  He had previous discussed the assignments that he would like them to be 

informed in.  He passed out a list of each council member’s assignments.  The 

assignments were as follows: 

 Justin Atkinson, general financial, recreation, streets & roads. 

 Kevin Stallings, parks/cemetery, rodeo, sewer & culinary water, streets & roads. 

 Keith Collier, ambulance, buildings, fire department, police department, planning & 

zoning and rodeo. 

 Heidi Kelso, beautification, celebrations, library, and youth city council. 

 Dan Anderson, irrigation, power, senior citizens, and tree city. 

  

12. Ratification of Library Board Appointments. 

 

 The Library Board names set before the council were: 

 Laura Beck, Tonya Carney, Mabel Cook and Margo Olsen. 

There was some discussion on duties and responsibilities of the Library Board.  Laurie 

Hansen explained they help with the budget, building needs, policies and procedures as 

well as approving of staff positions.  It was also explained that there are currently nine 

members on the Library Board including the new appointees and the new council liaison, 

Heidi Kelso.  The term of the Library Board Members is four years. 

 

Justin Atkinson made a motion to approve the new Library Board Appointments as 

presented.  2nd: Kevin Stallings 

 

Roll Call: Justin Atkinson – yes; Kevin Stallings – yes; Dan Anderson – yes; Heidi Kelso 

– yes; Keith Collier – yes.  Motion carried. 

 

13. Resolution 2016-01 Municipal Wastewater Planning Program 

 

 Mayor Blackham asked Sam Draper the city’s Public Works Director to come forward and 

explain the need for the wastewater resolution. Sam Draper explained the wastewater 

planning program.  We do a self-assessment concerning our needs of our system and if we 

are keeping it up. A discussion ensued about the sewer system. 

 

 The council had questions about the sewer system.  The discussion turned to the up keep 

of the aging infrastructure and replacing it.  Justin Atkinson asked Sam Draper about the 

replacement of the clay pipe by bursting it.  Sam Draper responded that it was very pricy 
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to burst the pipe. Sam Draper had gotten an estimate for that and for digging it out and 

replacing it.  The pipe is down 11 feet and there would be safety issues.  The replacement 

cost was about $40, 000, whereas, the cost for bursting was nearly $200,000.  The budget 

for the sewer is only $8,000 per year. It just doesn’t cover the costs.  We need to raise the 

rates to cover the budget costs of the 36 year old system.   

 

 Kevin Stallings said that we just voted to get a $200,000 cover over pens at the Arena 

wouldn’t that money be better used on the sewer.  It was explained to him that the money 

for the cover was coming out of a different funding source.  It was coming out of the tax 

increment money.  The money for the sewer comes out of the general fund through the 

sewer budget. 

 

 Sam Draper explained that he is working on a sewer study so that the council would have 

data to determine if the rates on the sewer could be raised.  No one wants to raise rates but 

the repairs and new work on the sewer needs to be done.  Justin Atkinson emphasized that 

he would like to see the clay pipe changed out this spring.  The discussion ended and 

Mayor Blackham called for a motion. 

 

 Justin Atkinson made the motion to accept the Resolution 2016-01 Municipal Wastewater 

Planning Program. 2nd: Keith Collier 

 

Roll Call: Justin Atkinson – yes; Kevin Stallings – yes; Dan Anderson – yes; Heidi Kelso 

– yes; Keith Collier – yes.  Motion carried. 

 

14. Second Council Meeting Time Change Discussion. 
 

 The discussion was led by Mayor Blackham explaining that there were concerns from the 

council members about not being able to make the 1:00 p.m. meeting time.  He suggested 

that 4:00 p.m. would still have staff here and not incur the extra costs with having it later 

in the evening.  The purpose of the second meeting was explained by Mayor Blackham 

that it was to pay the bills to keep the city running.  He felt it was unnecessary to go later 

into the evening.  Mayor Blackham asked the council for their input. The council members 

agreed that 4:00 p.m. would work for them.   

 

 Justin Atkinson made a motion to change the second council meeting on the fourth 

Tuesday from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 2nd: Heidi Kelso 

  

Roll Call: Justin Atkinson – yes; Kevin Stallings – yes; Dan Anderson – yes; Heidi Kelso 

– yes; Keith Collier – yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Blackham instructed Recorder, Jane Banks to prepare a resolution to change the 

time to be presented at the first council meeting in March. 

 

15. Planning Commission Zoning Amendment Recommendation to rezone 5.4 acres 

(commonly known as the Rodeo Grounds) from Public Facilities to General 

Commercial. 
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 Mayor Blackham explained that the Planning and Zoning Commission made a 

recommendation that the 5.4 acres commonly known as the Rodeo Grounds be rezoned 

from Public Facilities to General Commercial.  Mayor Blackham explained the reason for 

the change. The zoning change is a better fit for future purposes of the property.  One part 

of the property is being considered for purchase by Rite-Aid and to keep from having to 

rezone it again the whole 5.4 acres will be changed.  It was discussed that the public 

hearing had already been held on September 15, 2015 at noon in the City Hall.  The notice 

appeared in the Legal Notice section of the Pyramid on September 3, 2015.  Dan 

Anderson asked if this included the Depot/Caboose property and it was explained that it 

do not.  The recommendation came before there was any discussion on the Depot/Caboose 

property.  It was explained that the Depot/Caboose property would stay as public facilities. 

Kevin Stallings asked why it wouldn’t change also.  It was explained that had been used as 

somewhat modified commercial but historically it has be used as public facilities.  It was 

mentioned that because the way in which it would be used as a railroad interpretive center 

it wouldn’t need to be changed. Mayor Blackham stated that if, however, they purchase 

the property then it would need to be changed but the lease with the city would be public 

facilities. Justin Atkinson asked if you can have motel, boxcar motel facilities in the public 

facilities zone. David Oxman explained that the planning and zoning commission stance is 

that it has similar use and a quasi-governmental relationship he explained some of the 

facilities that are in that zone.  It is a principal use. The discussion continued about where 

the boxcars would be placed.  The zoning could be changed there at a future date if 

necessary.   

 

 Dan Anderson made a motion to approve the Planning Commission Zoning Amendment 

Recommendation to rezone 5.4 acres (commonly known as the Rodeo Grounds) from 

Public Facilities to General Commercial.  2nd: Keith Collier 

 

 Question for the roll call vote was about alcohol being served on the rodeo grounds if the 

zone changes.  Will alcohol be allowed? It was discussed that the license for that type of 

activity would have to be approved before it would be sold or allowed. 

 

Roll Call: Justin Atkinson – yes; Kevin Stallings – yes; Dan Anderson – yes; Heidi Kelso 

– yes; Keith Collier – yes.  Motion carried. 

 

16. Ordinance 2016-01 An Ordinance Providing For The Collecting Of Utility Accounts 

And Repealing Ordinance 2007-06 

 

 Mayor Blackham explained why this was being changed. We did a study and the 

surrounding communities charge $40 for a re-connection fee and we were charging $100. 

We felt that the cost could be reduced with the new metering that is going in. The new 

metering that is being installed can be turned off from the computer and it frees up our 

power crew from going out and shutting people off manually. We also increased the 

penalty amount from 3% to 5% on delinquent accounts to help cover the increased cost of 

postage, paperwork and time to send out the delinquent notice. It also puts us more in line 

with the neighboring communities.  Justin Atkinson asked if the State has certain 
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guidelines on how much you can charge for different things or do you just do what it costs 

for expenses.  Mayor Blackham explained that the rule of thumb is to justify the expense 

that comes from managing the accounts so that it is not a deficient to the city. Justin 

Atkinson noted a typo.  Dan Anderson also had a correction on Section D with the 

wording. He also had an issue with the reconnection policy part of no funds will be 

accepted nor will the utilities be reconnected after 5:00 p.m.   The discussion was 

continued.  The council decided to make a change on the ordinance. The change will be on 

(E) to say that no funds will be accepted nor will the utilities be reconnected after 5:00 

p.m. unless authorized by the mayor. 

 

 Dan Anderson made a motion to accept Ordinance 2016-01 An Ordinance Providing For 

The Collecting Of Utility Accounts And Repealing Ordinance 2007-06 with the noted 

changes.  2nd: Keith Collier 

 

Roll Call: Justin Atkinson – yes; Kevin Stallings – yes; Dan Anderson – yes; Heidi Kelso 

– yes; Keith Collier – yes.  Motion carried. 

 

17. Personnel Policy Updates 

 

 The personnel policy was presented to the council members for approval on two changes.   

The counsel found many typos and wanted those corrections made. They discussed 

changing other parts of the policy that they had read.  The discussion was lengthy and 

many ideas were presented.  Dan Anderson made a motion on the personnel policy and 

procedures to approve the changes on 9.1 and 9.2 as marked on the document. No 2nd was 

put forth and the motion died.  Heidi Kelso then made a motion to table the current 

recommendation and have Dave Oxman and the Personnel Administrator bring forth a 

combined leave time accrual rate. Researching a combined PTO and bring that before the 

council.  2nd: Keith Collier 

 

Roll Call: Justin Atkinson – yes; Kevin Stallings – yes; Dan Anderson – no; Heidi Kelso 

– yes; Keith Collier – yes.  Motion carried. 

 

18. Discussion and Approval of the lease on the Depot/Caboose property 

 

 The reason this is on the council agenda even though it is in the redevelopment area is 

because the city owns the land.  Also, the lease that was passed out before had some old 

pages got mixed in with the new ones.  Mayor Blackham explained the background of the 

lease from the beginning.  David Grow and George Jones are anxious to get started and 

would like the council’s approval on the lease. The discussion turned to the fact that David 

Grow and George Jones not only want to lease but would like to purchase the property.  

Kevin Stallings, as well as, Justin Atkinson brought forth the question of how much is the 

Depot worth.  There was not a meeting of the minds on that price. The question was asked 

if they buy the property would they sell or raze the Depot.  Mayor Blackham said they 

have to keep it as an interpretive center for fifty years.  The purchase price would be 

$150,000.  They were happy with that price.  There was more discussion on the lease and 

the use of the property.  The invitation was given to the city council to go to Big Rock 
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Candy Mountain Resorts and tour the Boxcars that are finished.  There were a lot of 

questions about the feasibility of it working.   

 

 Heidi Kelso made a motion to proceed with the commercial real estate lease as presented 

between the City for the Depot/Caboose property and Environetics, LC. 2nd: Dan 

Anderson 

 

Roll Call: Justin Atkinson – yes; Kevin Stallings – no; Dan Anderson – yes; Heidi Kelso 

– yes; Keith Collier – no.  Motion carried. 

 

19. Mayor’s Report 

 

  Mayor Blackham turned time to Justin Atkinson.  Justin Atkinson talked about the trail 

project that the county has been working on and other input and ideas would be welcome. 

They wanted to the trails be more than just a nice ride. 

 

  Mayor Blackham spoke about the deer population in town.  We will have a handout to 

put in the bill that talks about not feeding the deer.  It is a big problem. The resident deer 

are not a healthy. 

 

 Sam Draper spoke about a new fire truck that is being built for the Fire Department. 

 

20.  Adjourn – 10:32 PM 

 

 

  ____________________________ 

 Jane Banks, Recorder 


