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Mt. Pleasant City Council 

MINUTES 

September 8, 2015 

7:30 p.m. 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

The Mt. Pleasant City Council held a regular meeting September 8, 2015 at 7:30 p.m. 

The meeting was held in Council Chambers, 115 West Main, Mt. Pleasant, Utah 

 

1. Welcome 

Mayor David H. Blackham 

 

2. Opening Ceremony: 

Chaplain Dennis Slack had us listen to a message recorded by John Wayne about the Pledge 

of Allegiance. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance: Justin Atkinson 

Prayer:  Sara Staker    

  

3. Roll call: 

Jeff McDonald, Kevin Stallings, David H. Blackham, Justin Atkinson, Monte Bona; Ann 

Deuel, and Recorder, Jane Banks. Others in attendance: Dave Oxman, Treasurer, Dennis W. 

Slack, Geniel McDonald, Cheryl Brewer, Sara Staker, RJ Anderson, Dan Anderson, Keith 

Collier, Doug Lowe, Monty Banks, Shane Ward, Lyndon Friant, and Daniel Hawley. 

 

4. Approval of Agenda Items. 

Jeff McDonald made a motion to approve the agenda as written.  2nd:  Ann Deuel.    

All: Aye  Motion carried. 

 

5. Approval of Minutes. 

Jeff McDonald suggested that on page 5 of the minutes that they reflect the person or 

persons who gave statements.  It was noted that Monte Bona had said that, we make our 

decisions on hard data and not on public clamor.  Kevin Stallings had mentioned that we 

were not going to spend any more money at the airport and were closing it and using it for 

future development. 

 

Ann Deuel made a motion to approve the minutes for the August 11 with the changes 

discussed and August 25, 2015 Council meetings.  2nd: Justin Atkinson  All: 

Aye  Motion carried. 

 

6. Adjustments  

There was some discussion on the adjustments.   

Jeff McDonald made a motion to accept the adjustments from 8-22-2015 to 8-31-2015 in the 

amount of ($44.17).  2nd:  Justin Atkinson. 
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Roll call:  Kevin Stallings – yes; Jeff McDonald – yes; Justin Atkinson - yes; Monte Bona – 

yes; and Ann Deuel – yes.Motion carried. 

 

7. Approval of Claims and Requisitions: 

 

There was minimal discussion on the claims.  The majority of the council members had 

come into the city offices and received answers to their questions in advance of the meeting.   

 Motion to approve the claims was made by Justin Atkinson to approve the claims dated 8-

21-2015 to 9-4-2015 in the amount of $215.457.47.   2nd: Ann Deuel.   

  

 Roll call:  Kevin Stallings-yes; Jeff McDonald-yes, (Jeff McDonald wanted it noted that he 

was not approving of the payment of $26,500 for Alan Sherman on the curb and gutter until 

the job was finished). ; Ann Deuel – yes; Justin Atkinson- yes; and Monte Bona- yes.  

Motion carried. 

  

 Requisition #090420151142 8-15 KVA Pole Transformers and 8-25 KVA Pole 

Transformers in the amount of $11,240.00 

 Shane Ward explained that these transformers were needed for new lines that were being 

installed. 

  

 Jeff McDonald made the motion to approve the Requisition #090420151142 8-15 KVA Pole 

Transformers and 8-25 KVA Pole Transformers in the amount of $11,240.00. 

 2nd:  Justin Atkinson. 

  

 Roll call:  Kevin Stallings-yes; Jeff McDonald-yes; Justin Atkinson- yes; Monte Bona- yes; 

and Ann Deuel – yes.  Motion carried. 

 

  

8.  Public Participation: 
 

None at this time. 

 

9. Approval of Buffer Zone. 

 

 Dave Oxman presented the recommendation for the Buffer Zone for Mt. Pleasant City.  The 

Public Hearing had proved to be positive in favor of putting it in place.  The council agreed 

to accept the recommendation. Upon further discussion Monte Bona pointed out that a 

resolution would need to be drafted and accepted to present it to Sanpete County.  

 

 A motion was made by Justin Atkinson to accept the Buffer Zone as presented and create a 

resolution to present to Sanpete County.  2nd: Ann Deuel.  All in favor:  Aye. Motion 

carried. 
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10.  Resolution 2015-09 A Resolution Ratifying the Approval and Authorization of the 

Carbon Free Power Project Study Phase Site Agreement with UAMPS and Related 

Matters. 

 

Mayor Blackham explained this is an ongoing circumstance and is ratifying what was 

discussed in last meeting.  Jeff McDonald said that he was absolutely against it and will 

not approve it.  Shane Ward explained the situation that we are facing in the utility 

industry.  He continued that we don’t have a backbone with coal fired generation like we 

did.  The coal plants are being shut down because of emissions and China is building them 

up. It kind of scary and a big step to move forward with the small nuclear reactors (SMR). 

It is new technology but it is the way of the future. We do wind and solar but we need 

something that can run 24/7. This will be able to do that. They just do not generate enough 

power to run the city.  It is good to diversified but we cannot solely rely on those forms of 

generation.  Nuclear power has evolved to a cleaner and more reliable source.  UAMPS is 

looking at a location in Idaho and it will be self-contained.   

 

Jeff McDonald interjected that he doesn’t disagree with nuclear. It is the shutting down of 

the coal plants. He said that going nuclear is good, safe and clean.  He doesn’t agree with 

the process. The direction they are taking us is going to be costly. 

Shane Ward asked the council, “What do you want me to do then as a representative of 

UAMPS for the City with the coal allocation that we have to run the city’s power?”  

Mayor Blackham stated that it was premature to ask that question and make that decision. 

He continued that these mobile tech plants work on a small footprint and the technology is 

amazing.  It looks like it will be approximately .075 cents per kWh when it is up and 

running. The Department of Energy is completely behind this move. Everyone is so 

excited about this technology that there were special meetings set up at the White House. 

It is will be self-contained and retro fit to any power plant that is out there currently.  The 

point of the matter is this we are in a situation in the country that UAMPS and others 

cannot see another solution besides nuclear.   

 

Roll call:  Kevin Stallings-yes; Jeff McDonald-no; Ann Deuel – yes; .Justin Atkinson- 

yes; and Monte Bona- yes.  Motion carried. 

 

11.  UAMPS and Power Dept. Projects update. 

 

Shane Ward showed two video presentations from UAMPS on the new nuclear 

technology. It compared old and new technologies.  The new technology is cleaner, safer 

and can produce more power than what we have now.  It discussed NuScale and how it 

will work. We will be able to have more control of how much we use from it.  DOE gave 

NuScale a 400 million dollar grant to build this technology.   

 

12.  Resolution 2015-10 Adoption of the Six County Association of Governments Pre-

Disaster Mitigation Plan. 

 

Mayor Blackham explained about the Pre-Disaster Mitigation Plan prepared by the Six 

County Association of Governments to meet the requirements that FEMA has in regards 
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to disasters.  They spent a lot of time researching and putting information together to help 

us all be better prepared in the event of a disaster of any kind.  It is a good plan and helps 

keep us in compliance with Federal Regulations.  Mayor continued that if there was a 

disaster and we hadn’t adopted the plan, we wouldn’t be able to get the help financially 

that we would need to help our citizens.   

Justin Atkinson stated it was his understanding that as long as we have the FEMA Flood 

Plain adopted we were okay for floods.  Monte Bona spoke up and said that is plan also 

included seepage that you would have up at your springs. It allows us to apply for money 

for any disaster that we may need to mitigate.  All this does is authorize the Six County 

Government to be complaint with FEMA standards. 

 Mayor Blackham added that it does not bind us to anything or cost us anything. 

Monte Bona said that what this shows is that we are a member of Six County and support 

them. 

Jeff McDonald said that except if there is a disaster and we have only had three in a 

hundred years which includes dams, earthquakes, and fire.  It includes fires and flooding 

and flooding is the only thing that has happened to Mt Pleasant that a need for a 

declaration of emergency was declared.  He stated that he was against adopting it because 

it would bind us to the Federal Government funding and regulations. 

Monte Bona explained that this is something that has to be done to comply with Federal 

laws. This was a Pre-Mitigation Disaster Study of 2000 and all we are doing is saying we 

are supporting the Six County’s Plan.  It doesn’t bind us to anything. 

Jeff McDonald said he is not in support of it. We are a community that has been able to 

take care of our own emergencies.  He believes we don’t need the Federal government or 

even the State government agencies coming down here to tell us how to do things. 

 Mayor Blackham read into the record some of the language of the resolution as follows: 

 

Whereas, the Mt. Pleasant City Council recognizes the threat that natural hazards pose to 

people and property within Mt. Pleasant City; and 

 

Whereas, Six County Association Of Governments in conjunction with Mt. Pleasant City 

has prepared a multi-hazard mitigation plan, hereby known as the Six County Association 

Of Governments Pre-Disaster Mitigation Plan in accordance with the Disaster Mitigation 

Act of 2000; and 

 

Whereas, Six County Association Of Governments Pre-Disaster Mitigation Plan identifies 

goals and actions to reduce or eliminate long-term risk to people and property in Mt. 

Pleasant City from the impacts of future hazards and disasters; and 

 

Whereas, adoption by the Mt. Pleasant City Council demonstrates their commitment to the 

hazard mitigation and achieving goals outlined in the Six County Association of 

Governments Pre-Disaster Mitigation Plan. 

 

Section 1. In accordance with Mt. Pleasant City’s rule for adopting resolutions, the Mt. 

Pleasant City Council adopts the Six County Association of Governments Pre-Disaster 

Mitigation Plan. 
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Justin Atkinson made a motion to adopt Resolution 2015-10 Adoption of the Six County 

Association of Governments Pre-Disaster Mitigation Plan.  2nd: Ann Deuel 

 

Roll call:  Kevin Stallings-yes; Jeff McDonald-no; Ann Deuel – yes; Justin Atkinson- yes; 

and Monte Bona- yes.  Motion carried.  

 

13.  Mayor’s Report 

  

 Last item on the agenda is Mayor’s Report and he had invited Justin Atkinson and two 

engineers from Jones and DeMille, Daniel Hawley and Lyndon Friant to give an update on 

the roads. He asked them to talk about the issues before us and what we face for our roads 

projects both Phase I and Phase II.  

 Justin Atkinson said that he felt that the road project had gone well.  The roads look nice. 

We have had some issues on 7th south that the engineers were going to address. I may have 

contacted Al Johansen when I heard that the engineers had recommended that they were 

going to use a different oil to do the chip & seal.  He said that he was planning on doing that 

on the 17th or 18th of September.   

 Daniel Hawley spoke up and said that was fine and as far as the road projects goes Phase I 

has just started.  Phase II is just getting ready to finish up. He continued that driving around 

the project today they were just finishing up driveways.  There are still some valve collars 

and concrete work that needs to be done and some flush coating down on the roads to get 

them nice and flat. 

 Mayor Blackham asked about the drainage issues.  Daniel responded that yes they were 

looking at those and they are draining.  He continued that the biggest issue is going to be on 

5th West on Phase I.  As far as that part of the project goes we are tearing out the concrete 

right now. It looks like that part of the project is moving faster than we anticipated. With 

regards to Phase II and the road we have had the calls on and the issues that have been 

brought forward, such as the bleeding on 7th South towards the High School. The chip 

sealing has been our recommendation.  We came together in our office to come up with 

solutions to mitigate the bleeding that has occurred there. We have been in contact with 

Geneva Rock and JCI.  We are dusting the roads with the cleaner sand and that seems to 

have solved the problem.  Justin Atkinson said that using the cleaner sand has helped with 

the dust problem as well as the bleeding and the temperature has been a little cooler. Daniel 

Hawley agreed that has helped as well. We put together in your packet a single chip in the 

Fall and another single chip in the Spring. We have also spoken to Geneva Rock about a 

micro-surface that they do.  It has been used out on State Street here in town.  It is a little bit 

different than asphalt. We also looked at a process that Staker Parson’s does with a one inch 

aggregate that is a little bit finer. Justin Atkinson asked how long with that hold up with that 

type of application.  Lyndon Friant addressed his comment.  They didn’t know how it would 

do in this application that is why they put it as a con. He said Ephraim put a couple of ton on 

their streets this year.  It basically levels it up and seals it. Staker Parson is marketing this as 

a seal. Lyndon Friant said his concern was that he didn’t know how it would perform. Roads 

are designed around structural number for the load and this particular application is an 

unknown in the application that we would need it for.  Daniel Hawley explained that if you 

look at your packet we have put in the different applications for you.  It is a double chip 
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seal.  As we got looking into this the double chip seal is the best for Mt. Pleasant City’s 

need on these roads. You need 3 to 5 days for with high temperatures for it to cure. 

 Jeff McDonald asked if this is going to cost extra money.  It was explained that it was 

coming out of the contingency money.   

 Lyndon Friant said that this type of application that has been decided on is not a crap shoot.  

It has been proven over time to be the best product for the cost. 

 Jeff McDonald made that point that in his opinion 7th South should have been asphalt. 

 Mayor Blackham explained that we chose this application because we were able to do 41 

blocks instead of 22.  

 Monte Bona said that in the last meeting he made a motion to look at supplemental CIB 

funding and Ryan Jolley from Jones & DeMille agreed.  Ryan then did some research and it 

was going to cost $140,000 more to do the asphalt.  It was just not feasible.  We do not have 

that much money in the contingency fund.  So, it was decided to continue with a chip seal. 

Everybody agrees that asphalt would be better but we had to compromise because of the 

money. 

 Kevin Stallings said that he felt that if we wait and do it when school is out and just put 

more sand down.   

 Mayor Blackham still wants to do the chip seal done as soon as possible.  

 Lyndon Friant cautioned the council that if you move forward make sure you look at the 

weather and make sure you still have plenty of days for the process to cure. 

 Kevin Stallings asked about the change orders.  Daniel Hawley answered that they were 

being addressed in Phase I. 

  

14.  Adjourn – 9:14 PM 

 

 

 

 

 ____________________________ 

Jane Banks, Recorder 


