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Mt. Pleasant City Council 

MINUTES 

June 9, 2015 

7:30 p.m. 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

The Mt. Pleasant City Council held a regular meeting June 9, 2015 at 7:30 p.m. 

The meeting was held in Council Chambers, 115 West Main, Mt. Pleasant, Utah 

 

1. Welcome 

Mayor David H. Blackham 

 

2. Opening Ceremony: 

Chaplain Dennis Slack had us listen to a message about the flag recorded by Johnny Cash. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance: Justin Atkinson 

Prayer:  Bryan Spencer    

  

3. Roll call: 

Kevin Stallings, Jeff McDonald, David H. Blackham, Justin Atkinson, Monte Bona; Ann 

Deuel was excused; and Recorder, Jane Banks. Others in attendance: Dave Oxman, 

Treasurer, Dennis W. Slack, Bob Anderson, Dianna Prestwich, Geniel McDonald, DeeAnn 

Lubbers, Thelma Howerton, Jim Howerton, Bryan Spencer, Shane Ward, Claudia Jarrett, 

Sam Draper. 

 

4. Approval of Agenda Items. 

Jeff McDonald made a motion to amend the agenda and remove item number 11 the 

Adoption of Resolution 2015-04, A Resolution to Adopt the Local Option General Sales 

Tax to be put on the ballot by the county for a vote.  No second was forth coming.  The 

motion died.  There was some discussion as to why it should be taken off the agenda.  

Following the discussion Justin Atkinson made a motion to approve the agenda for June 9, 

2015 striking agenda item #9 on the Water Rights Study because the presenter was out of 

town.  2nd:  Kevin Stallings.     

Kevin Stallings, Justin Atkinson and Monte Bona voted in the affirmative. Jeff McDonald 

voted no. Motion carried. 

 

5. Approval of Minutes. 

There was some discussion and corrections on the minutes. A change was made on the May 

12, 2015 minutes on page 3 the word shouldn’t was changed to should and page 6 the 

number was off on the last item.  It was changed from 11 to 13. Then on the May 26 

minutes the date was changed on the claims for 5/91/2015 to 5/9/2015. 

Jeff McDonald made a motion was made to approve the minutes with the changes from the 

May 12, 2015 meeting.  2nd:  Justin Atkinson.   All: Aye  Motion carried. 

Kevin Stallings made a motion to approve the minutes with the correction from the May 26, 

2015 meeting. 2nd: Justin Atkinson  All: Aye  Motion carried. 
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6. Adjustments  

Jeff McDonald made a motion to accept the adjustments from 5-01-2015 to 5-31-2015 in the 

amount of ($4,518.36).  2nd:  Kevin Stallings 

 

Roll call:  Kevin Stallings – yes; Justin Atkinson – yes; Monte Bona – yes.  Jeff McDonald 

– yes. Ann Deuel – excused.  Motion carried. 

 

7. Approval of Claims and Requisitions: 

 

There were a few questions on the claims and some discussion. 

 Motion to approve the claims was made by Justin Atkinson to approve the claims dated 5-

23-2015 to 6-5-2015 in the amount of $184,153.48.   2nd: Jeff McDonald.   

  

 Roll call: Kevin Stallings-yes; Justin Atkinson-yes; Monte Bona- yes; Jeff McDonald – yes. 

Ann Deuel-excused.  Motion carried. 

  

 Requisition # 52820151009 PLC Replacement Ports for Unit 3 and Unit 4 for $30,950. 

 Shane Ward explained that Unit 3 and Unit 4 Hydros were operating on an outdated 

computer system and needed to be upgraded for efficiency and safety.  There was some 

discussion which concluded with Monte Bona making a motion contingent upon another 

option to remedy the problem. 2nd: Justin Atkinson  

  

 Roll call; Kevin Stallings –yes; Jeff McDonald-yes; Justin Atkinson-yes; Monte Bona-yes. 

 Motion carried. 

 

8.  Public Participation: 
 

Dianna Prestwich addressed the council concerning the Food Bank and old out dated food 

that they give to people.   

Bryan Spencer from the Lion’s Club offered help to work on the pocket park. 

 

9. Water Rights Study Postponed till next council meeting on July 14, 2015. 

 

10. Resolution 2015-03 Adoption Tentative 2015/2016 Budget 

  

Justin Atkinson spoke to the council about using Eckles Paving to do some crack seal in 

different areas in towns.  The estimate was approximately $8500 to do the Industrial Park 

and a few other streets.  Eckles Paving was scheduled to begin on June 18 and 19 for the 

Senior Citizens Community Center and wanted to piggy back on that mobilization cost to 

save the City some money.  Dave Oxman wanted them to invoice the City after July 1, 

2015.  
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11.  Adoption of Resolution 2015-04. A Resolution to Adopt the Local Option General 

Sales Tax to be put on the ballot for voters in November 2015 

 

Mayor Blackham had asked County Commissioner Claudia Jarret to come and explain to 

the council about the purpose of HB 362 and how it worked as far as the Local Option 

General Sales Tax.  Commissioner Jarrett came forward to explain what she understood 

concerning the HB 362 and the elements within that bill.  She continued that the County 

Commissioners would like to know what the cities want to do with this local option sales tax 

as far as putting on the ballot.  

 

The discussion from the council members was quite lively.  Council Member Jeff 

McDonald was opposed to the whole idea of the local option general sales tax. He cited 

many groups that were also opposed to it.  It was explained that the resolution should be put 

on the county ballot for all the county residents, as well as those in Mt. Pleasant City to have 

an opportunity to vote on it.  Commissioner Jarrett talked about what advantages and 

disadvantage it would be to Mt. Pleasant.  The amount of tax was discussed and what it 

could be used for.   

 

Commissioner Jarrett then addressed the “Vote By Mail” issue. The county wasn’t having 

an election this year and had not budgeted in, however, if they get all of these Resolutions 

from the cities they will have to mail out a ballot.  She continued that it would be confusing 

for the voters to receive a ballot by mail and also go to the polls.  She suggested that it 

would be advantageous for the cities to go with a “Vote By Mail” ballot and contract with 

the county to do their elections for Mayors and Council Members as well. It would save the 

cities some money and would give the voters an opportunity to vote at their convenience.  

She mentioned again that no one likes the word tax but in this case that money would come 

back into the community to be used for safety, signs, roads and the needs of the city.   

 

Council Member Kevin Stallings spoke on the positive aspects of voting by mail. It will 

give the voters an opportunity to digest the information that is being presented to them to 

vote on. Council Member Justin Atkinson asked if the resolution could be put on our ballot 

for Mt. Pleasant City and Commissioner Jarrett explained that the county has to mail to the 

unincorporated county voters.  It would be less confusing if the county contracted with the 

cities and we worked together through the voting by mail option.  Commissioner Jarrett also 

offered a to have the Commissioners come and have a Town Hall meeting with the citizens 

to explain the Local Option Sales Tax before August 31.  Council Member Jeff McDonald 

spoke up and said tax increases never end. 

 

Mayor Blackham said that they have had a good spirited discussion and would entertain a 

motion on the adoption of Resolution 2015-04, A Resolution to Adopt the Local Option 

General Sales Tax to be put on the ballot for voters in November 2015. 

 

The motion was made by Justin Atkinson to adopt Resolution 2015-04 A Resolution to 

Adopt the Local Option General Sales Tax to be put on the ballot for voters in November 

2015.  2nd : Kevin Stallings 
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Discussion on the Motion: Justin Atkinson explained his position to allow the Local Option 

Sales Tax to go to the voters and second if we don’t do something to get revenues for our 

roads.  Either you pay it through a tax or some kind of fee.  We will have to pay for it one 

way of another.  Mayor Blackham spoke up and said we don’t have enough funding to meet 

all the needs we have. Justin Atkinson said it is a matter of the avenue you take. They have 

to be paid for they don’t fix themselves.   Kevin Stallings agreed with Justin’s position and 

continued that our sales tax is 6.25% and as far as he knew it was one of the lowest in the 

State.  He said most things that he buys is at least 6.5% or better.  He would just as soon pay 

the sales tax here and keep it here.  He explained that we are a destination community and 

therefor there are a lot of people who come here to recreate.  Why not take a chance?   

Mayor Blackham explained that he has had enough people tell him they would be willing to 

vote for this to do something to fix the roads.  Before Jeff McDonald gave his opinion he 

wanted to hear what Monte Bona’s opinion was on it.  Monte Bona spoke up and said that 

25 cents on a $100 is small but everything is relative to the entity which has to make the 

decision, first the cities and then the county. He felt that this resolution would open up a 

path to move forward.   Jeff McDonald talked about being pioneers and the first in lowering 

taxes.  He continued that by lowering taxes it would put more money in the resident’s 

pockets to spend in our community for services.  He felt that by raising taxes it would give 

us less money to spend and people would stop coming here to spend money.  Jeff McDonald 

is totally against this and is not going to vote for it and doesn’t want anyone else to vote for 

it. 

 

Roll call: Kevin Stallings–yes; Jeff McDonald-no; Justin Atkinson-yes; Monte Bona-yes. 

Ann Deuel-absent. Motion carried. 

 

12. Adoption of Resolution 2015-05. A Resolution Amending the 2014/2015 Operating 

Budget for Mt. Pleasant City 

 

 Jeff McDonald said that if there was no discussion on this resolution he would like to make 

 the motion because this is the first year that he was approving the budget.   

  

Jeff McDonald made the motion that we adopt Resolution 2015-05, a Resolution Amending 

 the 2014/2015 Operating Budget for Mt. Pleasant City.  2nd: Justin Atkinson 

 

Roll call: Kevin Stallings–yes; Jeff McDonald-yes; Justin Atkinson-yes; Monte Bona-yes. 

Ann Deuel-absent. Motion carried. 

  

13. Adoption of Resolution 2015-06 the 2015 City Property Tax 

 

We do not have the certified tax rate from the State as of yet.  Mayor Blackham explained 

 about how the tax works. 

 

Justin Atkinson made the motion to adopt Resolution 2015-06 the 2015 City Property Tax.  

2nd: Kevin Stallings 

 

Roll call: Kevin Stallings–yes; Jeff McDonald-yes; Justin Atkinson-yes; Monte Bona-yes. 
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Ann Deuel-absent. Motion carried. 

14. Adoption of Resolution 2015-07 the 2015 Library Property Tax 

 

We have a similar circumstance as the city property tax. 

Justin Atkinson made the motion to adopt Resolution 2015-07 the 2015 Library Property 

Tax.  2nd: Jeff McDonald 

 

Roll call: Kevin Stallings–yes; Jeff McDonald-yes; Justin Atkinson-yes; Monte Bona-yes. 

Ann Deuel-absent. Motion carried. 

 

15. Adoption of Resolution 2015-08 the 2015/2016 City Operating Budget of Mt. Pleasant 

City  

 

Jeff McDonald made a motion that we accept the Resolution 2015-08 the 2015/2016 City 

 Operating Budget of Mt. Pleasant City. 2nd: Justin Atkinson 

 

Roll call: Kevin Stallings–yes; Jeff McDonald-yes; Justin Atkinson-yes; Monte Bona-yes. 

Ann Deuel-absent.  Motion carried. 

 

16. Mayor’s Report  

 

Mayor Blackham reported that the fee for Sanitary Landfill was raised to $4.00 per 

 household.  

 

He gave a report on the pot holes and that the east and west roads are mostly done.  He said 

 that Sam Draper and the crew have been working hard but they are presently out of pothole 

 mix.  Then they will start again. 

 

17. Adjourn – 9:20 PM 

 

 

 

 

 ____________________________ 

Jane Banks, Recorder 


