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Mt. Pleasant City Council 

MINUTES 

July 28, 2015 

1:00 p.m. 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

The Mt. Pleasant City Council held a regular meeting July 28, 2015 at 1:00 p.m. 

The meeting was held in Council Chambers, 115 West Main Street, Mt. Pleasant, Utah 

 

1. Welcome: 

 

 David H. Blackham, Mayor 

 

2. Roll call:  

 

Jeff McDonald, David H. Blackham, Ann Deuel, Monte Bona. Justin Atkinson and Kevin 

Stallings were excused; Jane Banks, recorder. Others in attendance:  William John 

Unopulos, Chad Osen, Susan and Bruce Larsen, Brian Reed, Ken Hamilton, Philip 

Johnson, R.L. Taylor and Don Edwards. 

 

3. Approval of Agenda Items: 

 

Jeff McDonald made a motion to approve the agenda of July 28, 2015 as written.  

2nd:  Ann Deuel All: Aye  Motion carried. 

 

4. Approval of Claims and Requisitions: 

 

There was discussion on the claims. Jeff McDonald asked about the FERC licensing and it 

was explained that it was an annual fee from the Federal Government for the Hydros. 

Questions were answered about invoices from Public Safety Center, Inc. which for 

protective clothing and gear for the Fire Department. It was asked about the Eckles invoice 

about the crack seal and seal coat.  Justin Atkinson was over this and it was explained by 

Mayor Blackham that it was his understanding that this was the last invoice from them. 

Monte Bona made a motion to approve the claims from 7/11/2015 to 7/27/2015 in the 

amount of $426,798.51. 2nd: Ann Deuel 

  

Roll call:  Jeff McDonald-yes; Monte Bona-yes; Ann Deuel-yes. Justin Atkinson and 

Kevin Stallings were excused.  Motion carried 

 

Shane Ward letter to council for permission to go out of State to the NuScale training 

in Corvallis, Oregon on August 19th through August 21st. 

There was discussion about Shane Ward being gone for this amount of time because of all 

that is going on with the Power Department getting the new substation prepared.  It was 

also discussed that Shane is on this UAMPS committee for this new project called the 
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Carbon Free Power Project (CFPP). The project includes new technology pertaining to 

Small Modular Reactors (SMR).    

Ann Deuel made a motion for Shane to go to the training and the airline ticket and hotel 

room. Monte Bona asked if he could make an amendment to the motion. It was answered 

in the affirmative.  

Monte Bona made a substitute motion he wanted to accommodate the motion made by Ann 

Deuel with one additional provision that Shane coordinate carefully with the Power 

Department that it doesn’t hinder the progress on the substation while he is away. 

2nd: Ann Deuel 

 

Roll call: Jeff McDonald – no; Ann Deuel – yes; and Monte Bona – yes.  Motion carried. 

 

A second letter from Shane Ward requesting permission for Shane Ward and Mayor 

Blackham to go out of State to the UAMPS Annual Member Conference at Jackson 

Lake Lodge in Wyoming on August 23rd through August 26th. 

Mayor Blackham explained that this is the Annual Member Conference that he goes to 

every year. The question is can the Mayor represent the City at this Conference and Shane 

stay home to continue the work in the City.  It was explained that he is on the UAMPS 

Board and needs to attend.  There was some discussion on the itinerary and the cost. 

Monte Bona made a motion that the council approve the out of State travel by the Mayor 

and Shane to the UAMPS 20th Annual Member Conference at Jackson Lake Lodge in 

Wyoming on August 23rd to August 26th,  2015 for the allotted costs.  2nd: Ann Deuel  

There was some discussion on the length of time and the total amount of costs for the hotel 

rooms. 

 

Roll call: Jeff McDonald – yes; Ann Deuel – yes; and Monte Bona – yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Requisition #072320150703 for 26-30 foot Power Poles and 26-40 foot Power Poles in 

the amount of $18,616.00. 

The requisition was for replacement poles.  The Power Department has been replacing old 

poles. 

 

Motion was made by Monte Bona to approve the purchase of Requisition#072320150703 

for 26-30 foot Power Poles and 26-40 foot Power Poles in the amount of $18,616.00. 

2nd:  Ann Deuel 

 

Roll call: Jeff McDonald – yes; Ann Deuel – yes; and Monte Bona – yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Requisition #071020151424 for Fiber for SCADA system for the Power Department 

in the amount of $29, 544.77. 

 

The requisition is for the fiber cable to be installed by the Power Department to connect all 

the Hydros to the SCADA system.  
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Motion was made by Ann Deuel to approve Requisition #071020151424 for Fiber for 

SCADA system for the Power Department in the amount of $29, 544.77.  

2nd: Jeff McDonald 

 

Roll call: Jeff McDonald – yes; Ann Deuel – yes; and Monte Bona – yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Requisition #072020150711 for Battery charger for Hydro Unit #1 and a lightening 

arrester in the amount of $2948.00. 

 

Requisition #072020150721 for Ultrasonic level sensor, programmer and lightening 

arrester in the amount of $2,305.00. 

 

Jeff McDonald made a motion to combine the approval of both requisitions. Requisition 

#072020150711 for Battery charger for Hydro Unit #1 and a lightening arrester in the 

amount of $2948.00 and Requisition #072020150721 for Ultrasonic level sensor, 

programmer and lightening arrester in the amount of $2,305.00. 

2nd:  Monte Bona 

 

Roll call: Jeff McDonald – yes on both; Ann Deuel – yes on both; and Monte Bona – yes 

on both.  Motion carried. 

 

Stephanie Blain presented the requisitions for the tackle football.  Requisitions 

#0727151430 for knee pads, girdles, should pads and jerseys in the amount of $3, 

272.00 and Requisition #0620151330 for game jerseys, pants and practice jerseys for 

8th grade; shoulder pads 6th, 7th and 8th grade; helmets 8th grade and shoulder pads 

6th, 7th and 8th grade in the amount of $21,720. 

 

Stephanie Blain the Recreation Director explain that George Lee decided this year that he 

was no longer going to do Tackle Football a would like to see the City take it over.  The 

equipment George was using was no longer adequate to keep the kids safe.  The helmets 

were made in the 80’s and you can’t even send them in to be refurbished anymore to keep 

the kids safe.  We had to outfit all the grades, minus the shoulder pads for the 6th and 7th 

grades, with new equipment.  We have 84 kids signed up to participate in the program, 

which will give us $8,000 and we have some donations coming in that will give us $7,000 

and we are doing a raffle for a beef.  A beef has been donated.  We have enough tickets to 

bring in approximately $17,000. We have 5,000 tickets out there and each kid is required 

to sell so many tickets.  They have been out there selling for a couple of weeks. 

Ann Deuel commented that the old equipment was in really bad shape.  Stephanie stated 

again that the equipment is not up to par.  The pads are old and crusty and falling apart. 

Mayor Blackham asked if any of the equipment was salvageable.  It was stated that they 

are salvaging the shoulder pads from the 6th and 7th grade.   Mayor asked about the thigh 

pads.  Stephanie stated that they were all yellow and brittle. She continued that they were 

doing a bunch of fundraisers to offset the different costs.  Monte Bona was going to help 
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with a grant.  He asked if there was some items that were paid for up front and the person 

was going to be reimbursed.  Stephanie stated that had changed.  Monte Bona said then it 

looks like this is about $32,000 and of that you have about half of that raised.  Stephanie 

answered in the affirmative.   

Mayor Blackham stated that when this came across his desk that he felt it was something 

the council needed to talk about to keep the kids protected.    

Monte Bona made a motion to put all the requisitions together and approve them in the 

amount of $32, 557.16 with the footnote that through the various fundraisers they will raise 

half of that amount.  2nd: Ann Deuel. 

Discussion on the motion.  Jeff McDonald asked if we had to purchase the beef.  Stephanie 

Blain again stated that the beef for the fundraiser was donated.  Jeff McDonald asked if 

there was any way we could borrow equipment from the school. Stephanie explained that 

size wise the fit is off. She continued that is why we are going for the shoulder pads for the 

8th grade because the old ones are too small. Mayor Blackham asked if they were working 

with the school’s program to help and Stephanie said yes, she is working closely with 

Coach Wilson and Coach Reed and Coach Andre.  She continued that if they have any 

equipment they can donate, she was sure they would.   Jeff McDonald then asked about the 

equipment being for weights from 180 to 250 lbs.  Stephanie answered that we have some 

big kids in the program.  It was stated that there is enough equipment to outfit 90 kids with 

30 kids per team.  Jeff McDonald said his larger concern was that none of this was brought 

up during the budgeting process and why can’t it wait until you earn the money to purchase 

the equipment.  Stephanie answered that the season will be over.  Jeff answered couldn’t 

use the existing equipment for a few months until the money can be raised and the new 

equipment paid for then.  Stephanie invited Jeff to come up and look at the equipment and 

see for himself what kind of shape it is in.  Mayor Blackham interjected that he was 

concerned about the liability allowing kids to use poor dilapidated equipment.  Jeff felt that 

she should have known about this and could have brought it to the attention of the council 

before now.  Stephanie replied he told us in April but didn’t the equipment to us until June 

at which point we thought we may be able to use the equipment. We didn’t think it would 

be as big of need for the whole thing as it turned out to be.  Jeff would feel better about it 

if we were paying for it upfront.  Stephanie then stated that the company is fine if we wait 

but that she just wanted to get it approved. Monte Bona had talked to Dave Oxman about 

these same questions and there had been an adjustment made in the recreation department’s 

budget to accommodate these expenses. Stephanie indicated that there had been a budget 

adjustment. Monte Bona asked if this program was inherited, how long has it been in 

existence and is this a farm team for the high school.  Stephanie answered that yes, she 

inherited it, the program has been in existence for 35 years and it is a farm team for the 

high school. Monte Bona then asked the question is whether we do it or not.  If we do it 

we have a greater responsibility to keep those kids safe.   

Monte Bona made a substitute motion we commit for this program that has been in 

existence for 35 years the amount of $32,557.16 and between now and the next council 

meeting Monte Bona we raise $25,000 of the total so, that we only have to have $7,000 

from the General Fund.  
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2nd: Ann Deuel 

 

Roll call:  Jeff McDonald voted yes but with a note that we only take $7,000 out of the 

general fund; Ann Deuel – yes; Monte Bona – yes.  Motion carried. 

 

5. Mayor’s Report: 

   

Monte Bona asked if we should have a motion to allow those in attendance at the meeting 

to have Public Participation.  Mayor Blackham indicated he thought that would be a good 

idea and would entertain a motion after he went through a few things.   

Jeff McDonald made a motion to allow Public Participation for the meeting.  2nd: Ann 

Deuel.   All: Aye Motion carried. 

Mayor Blackham brought to everyone’s attention that Wasatch Academy needs us to move 

the time capsule.  The question is where do you want it? There was some discussion on 

where to put it, what was in it and when it was put together. He then directed Recorder 

Jane Banks to have Sam Draper for Public Works move the capsule. 

 

Mayor Blackham wanted the council to know that he just got the power bill for the month 

of June and it was a hot, hot month.  He was concerned about our costs on it.  He had 

questions that he is going to talk to UAMPS.  He will continue to monitor the power 

purchase. 

 

We have an issue with the water on Pleasant Creek and we are dropping our watering 

schedule to two (2) days a week.  We really need to go to a two pond system. 

 

Public Participation: 

Bruce Larsen brought pictures and gave them to the council members that were present of 

the Twin Creek ponds 8, 9, and 10 for several days in a row.  He spoke about past water 

usage restrictions.  He said the diversion structure was paid for by the City.  When the 

system was created there was a lot of contention because of stealing the water.  He feels 

that if the meters that are in place were cleaned and/or replaced and read that it would solve 

some of the problems that are reoccurring as in times past.    He feels that the City is being 

cheated on the water usage.  It was explained to him that the JUB study would help us to 

determine what we are able to do there.  Many suggestions were made.   

 

6. Adjourn: 2:20 p.m. 

 

 

 

__________________________________ 

Jane Banks, Recorder 

  


