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Mt. Pleasant City Council
MINUTES

January 26, 2015
2:00 p.m.

SPECIAL MEETING

The Mt. Pleasant City Council held a special meeting January 26, 2015 at 2:00 p.m.
The meeting was held in Council Chambers, 115 West Main, Mt. Pleasant, Utah

1. Welcome
David H. Blackham, Mayor

Roll call: Monte Bona, Justin Atkinson, telephonically; David H. Blackham, Jeff
McDonald, Kevin Stallings, Ann Deuel, excused; Jane Banks, recorder, Dave Oxman,
treasurer.  Others in attendance:  Daniel L. Johnson, Paulette Jacobson, Wanda Terry,
Robert Tims, Geniel McDonald,  Rod Smith, Donalyn Shock, Dianne Blackham, Kevin
Christensen, Dave Fullmer.

2. Approval of Agenda
Jeff McDonald made a motion to approve the agenda as written.  2nd:  Kevin Stallings
All: Aye Motion carried.

2. Airport decision
Discussion continued as to what to do with the airport after the public hearing.  Many
options and ideas were considered whether it was to enter into negotiations with private
parties on partnerships or privatization of the airport or keep it or close it.
Monte Bona suggested that we take the state money have a niche airport and put together
a public/private airport. He suggested that this proposal will give us some time to put
something together to make the airport work.  If we can’t then we call the State and tell
them that we have done our due diligence and can’t make it work and give the money back.
Kevin Stallings expressed his opinion about not being obligated to the State for the
$450,000 and supporting the Manti/Ephraim Airport. He likes the idea of a niche airport
and he didn’t think it has to go away.
Councilman Bona reiterated that if you don’t take the $450,000, we will not be able to get
a public/private airport.  He talked about the public putting up some money and the private
putting up some money and you will have a niche airport. If we don’t take the money the
private sector won’t put money up. The State will give us the money and we will put up
$50,000 and then we can see what the private sector will do.
Councilman McDonald felt that we could still do a public/private airport if we don’t take
the State money.  He didn’t want Moab City to lose the money, if it didn’t work out for Mt.
Pleasant City. He also felt that we could finance the airport a little at a time and the private
sector will put in what they can, when they can.
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Mayor Blackham was worried about the liability out there.  He asked Dave Fullmer what
Pat Morley said about the public/private partnership.  Pat Morley asked how much money
have the private sector invested and Dave Fullmer told him none.  Pat Morley then replied
he didn’t think it would work.  He felt that they haven’t done anything in the past so why
would they now.
Councilman Jeff McDonald had done significant research and came up with many reasons
as to why he opposed the closure of the airport.  Councilman Kevin Stallings and
Councilman Jeff McDonald were adamant about not taking the $450,000 from UDOT.
They did not want to be obligated to the State for the next 10 years to keep the airport up
to State standards. Councilman McDonald felt we could use some of the money that we
had been awarded to do the roads to make repairs to the airstrip. It was explained that the
money for the roads could not be used because of our contract with CIB and EDA.
Councilman McDonald said that he believes we could do the repairs ourselves and budget
more money to be allocated to the airport.  It was pointed out by Councilman Monte Bona
that in the last 14 years the city has only put in approximately $220,000 to maintain the
airport and it has virtually been supplemented by UDOT monies of approximately $1.3
million dollars for maintenance.  It was explained that without taking the money from
UDOT the State would eventually make Mt. Pleasant close the airport because of the
liability to State.  Councilman Kevin Stallings said that we should sell the airport to private
investors.
Dave Fullmer, airport manager called Pat Morley at UDOT and got permission to hold off
for 2 more weeks on the money allotted to the airport until a final decision had been made.

A motion was made by Jeff McDonald to postpone the decision about what to do with the
airport until all avenues of negotiation have been explored, whether it be sold out right,
closed, or a public/private partnership 2nd: Monte Bona All: Aye

3. Adjourn: 3:50 p.m.

__________________________________
Jane Banks, Recorder
Recording of entire meeting available upon request.


