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Mt. Pleasant City Council
MINUTES

January 13, 2015
7:30 p.m.

REGULAR MEETING

The Mt. Pleasant City Council held a special meeting January 13, 2015 at 7:30 p.m.
The meeting was held in Council Chambers, 115 West Main, Mt. Pleasant, Utah

1. Welcome
Mayor David H. Blackham

2. Opening Ceremony
Chaplain Dennis Slack
Pledge of Allegiance.
Prayer: Jerry Shepherd

3. Roll call:
Monte Bona; Justin Atkinson; Ann Deuel; David H. Blackham; Jeff McDonald; Kevin
Stallings and Recorder, Jane Banks. Others in attendance: Treasurer Dave Oxman, Orson
Cook, John Stewart, Tom Carney, Dave Fullmer, Ted Merkle, RL Taylor, Jerry Shepherd, Ted
L. Olson, Shane Ward, Kendall Smith, Dan Johnson, Sean Wardwell from the Sanpete
Messenger, Sam Draper, Robert Worley from Sunrise Engineering, Dennis W. Slack.

4. Approval of Agenda Items.
Jeff McDonald made a motion to have agenda item #12, Resolution 2015-01 on Transportation
stricken from the agenda.  He believes that it doesn’t represent the people.
2nd: Kevin Stallings.  Discussion on the motion ensued and Jeff McDonald stated that he
believes this should be an individual petition and not from the city. He believes that it could
be rewritten by the individual and presented to the governor’s office. A roll call vote was taken.

Roll call: Kevin Stallings and Jeff McDonald were for the motion to strike it from the agenda.
Monte Bona, Justin Atkinson and Ann Deuel were for keeping it on the agenda. Motion failed.

Motion to approve agenda items made by Justin Atkinson 2nd Ann Deuel
Kevin Stallings, Ann Deuel, Justin Atkinson, and Monte Bona were yes. Jeff McDonald was
a nay vote. Motion carried.

5. Approval of Minutes.
Motion to combine and approve the minutes from December 9 and December 23, 2014,
meetings was made by Justin Atkinson. 2nd Ann Deuel All: Aye
Motion carried.

6. Adjustments
Jeff McDonald made a motion to accept the adjustments from 12-01-2014 to 12-31-2014 in
the amount of $93.56. 2nd: Justin Atkinson
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Roll call: Kevin Stallings – yes; Jeff McDonald – yes; Ann Deuel - yes; Justin Atkinson –
yes; Monte Bona – yes.  Motion carried.

7. Approval of Claims and Requisitions:
A few questions were asked about the claims.  The questions were answered and a motion
was made.

Motion to approve the claims was made by Jeff McDonald to approve the claims and
requisitions dated 12-20-2014 to 1-9-2015 in the amount of $246,968.26. 2nd Justin
Atkinson.

Roll call: Kevin Stallings-yes; Jeff McDonald-yes; Ann Deuel-yes; Justin Atkinson-yes;
Monte Bona- yes.  Motion carried.

Requisition #011320151327 for repairs on Hydro #4
Shane Ward, Power Department Superintendent explained that Canyon Hydro builds hydros
and they would be the best one to make the needed refurbishment of the runner, jet deflectors,
nozzles and the wheel. The cost will include a new shaft as well. The needles and beaks also
need rebuilt. The cups also had cracks in them. They will replace the wheel with a like design,
but out of a harder alloy, CA6NM.  The wheel has lasted twenty years. We change the nozzles
and beaks out every 3 years because we have a lot sand that goes through the hydro. Once the
hydro has the repairs we will make our money back in 2 years. The level of efficiency will
increase. It will take nine months to have the complete repair.  We will install it in November
after the irrigation season is over.

Motion was made by Jeff McDonald to approve the requisition to refurbish Hydro #4 in the
amount of $283,400.  2nd: Kevin Stallings

Roll call: Kevin Stallings-yes; Jeff McDonald-yes; Ann Deuel-yes; Justin Atkinson-yes;
Monte Bona-yes.  Motion carried.

Requisition #8 for Power Department Employees to go out of town for training.

A motion was made by Monte Bona for the Power Department employee’s Shane Ward and
Cameron Parry to travel to Georgia for training on the PLX metering system. 2nd: Ann Deuel

Roll call: Kevin Stallings-yes; Jeff McDonald-yes; Ann Deuel-yes; Justin Atkinson-yes;
Monte Bona- yes.  Motion carried.

Requisition #162015908 for the Water Department ¾” Meters and ¾” Meter Gaskets.  A
discussion occurred on the what they were for and it was determined they were replacement
gaskets for those that had been used and needed to have a few in stock when the meters go bad
and need replaced.
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Motion was made by Justin Atkinson to accept Requisition #162015908 in the amount of
$3,541.04 for water meters and gaskets. 2nd: Monte Bona

Roll call: Kevin Stallings-yes; Jeff McDonald-yes; Ann Deuel-yes; Justin Atkinson-yes;
Monte Bona- yes.  Motion carried.

8. Public Participation – none at this time.

9. IPP Contract update by Ted Olsen, Chairman of Intermountain Power Agency Board of
Directors (IPA)

The Intermountain Power Project began in 1986 and has been a major influence in the economy
of the State of Utah.  It has been a safety net for cities like Ephraim and Mt. Pleasant and many
others throughout the State.  It is a source of power that we can call on if we need to but if we
don’t need it we don’t have to pay for it.  We have “sweetheart contracts” with them.  Four or
five years ago the IPA Board became very concerned with extending the life of the project.
The purchasers in southern California had legislation that was going to prevent them from
renewing contracts with IPP post 2027 which is when they expire.  We undertook an exhaustive
study to analyze all the alternatives.  We wanted to know what the desires were of the 36
purchasers in the project.  The contracts that we received 18 or 19 months ago were a result of
that study.  There were four major contracts in there. The principal one was the Second
Amendatory Sales Contract which allowed for the conversion of coal to perhaps natural gas or
in case another technology came forth, that could be implemented. Since that time the six
electrical cooperatives have passed it. The City of Los Angeles has, the Anaheim has.  It leaves
four California cities that have not signed it. Glendale, Riverside, Burbank and Pasadena have
not signed it.  All 36 entities have to approve these contracts.  If one will not the thing is dead.
Last September the IPA board sent out a renewal in coal. These four cities in California are the
reason we did this.  We have to know the future of this project can move forward.  It is in the
interest of Mt. Pleasant and other municipalities, as well as the State of Utah. These cities that
haven’t signed have a 120 days to sign. The date for that contract is March 21, 2015. If they
don’t then the IPA Board will be able to shop around for other municipalities that want to join
the co-op. We want to extend the life of this project to 2077.  The benefits of this project is
great for all the Utah cities.  We have a source of power that we don’t have to pay for. It doesn’t
affect Mt. Pleasant City’s bond rate. IPA can’t tell you what to do but he told us what other
municipalities are doing.  They are just going to let it sit and let March 21 come and go. The
amount of debt remaining is $1.8 billion which will be paid by 2023 and in the case of Mt.
Pleasant City it would be a little over $6 million.  We have a safety net to fall back on by being
in this contract. He wanted to assure Mt. Pleasant City that we are protected.

10. Bus Transportation Presentation by John “Tennessee” Stewart

Mr. Stewart wanted us to be aware that there is bus service from here to Salt Lake City.  It is
$70 roundtrip.  This bus transportation service is funded by the Federal Government and Utah
Department of Transportation with a grant.  We here in Mt. Pleasant need to have more signage
to let people know where the bus stop is. The bus stop is at the library. He encouraged us to
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call the general manager of the project is Steve Fuller, 801-420-1825; or and the public
transportation contact is Tim Brochet at 801-94-4508 or 801-870-4770 to keep the bus running.

Mr. Stewart also wanted to encourage Mt. Pleasant and Spring City to make a road between
the two for folks to ride their horses or bikes to come into town.

11. Monte Bona made a motion hear item #14 before agenda items 11, 12, and 13 due to the
lateness of the hour and Robert Worley’s driving time back to Richfield.
2nd: Jeff McDonald All: Aye

Reconsideration of Requisition from December 23, 2014 pertaining to Vendor: Sunrise
Engineering Proposals/Agreements for: Water Rights Services; Culinary Water Source
Feasibility Study; and Planning and Zoning Buffer Zone

Robert Worley presented the Planning and Zoning Buffer Zone proposal for Sunrise
Engineering. He talked about having a map that will help Mt. Pleasant with a master plan
for future growth.  It would show the outlying area around the City for future roads, sewer,
water and utilities.  It would show viable recommendations for Mt. Pleasant City to protect
from the unintended consequences of not having the buffer zone in place.

A motion was made by Monte Bona to accept the proposal from Sunrise Engineering for the
Planning and Zoning Buffer Zone services in the amount of $5,300. 2nd: Justin Atkinson

Discussion on the buffer zone ensued.  It was discussed about the whether it was more for the
planning and zoning to use this.  Jeff McDonald didn’t feel it was a critical need.  Kevin
Stallings asked what additional costs. It was explained that there is a change order clause in
the proposal if necessary but that it didn’t seem likely that there would be any changes.

Roll call: Kevin Stallings-yes; Jeff McDonald-no; Ann Deuel-yes; Justin Atkinson-yes; Monte
Bona-yes.  Motion carried

Robert Worley then presented the Proposal/Agreement for Culinary Water Source
Feasibility Study

He spoke about Sneak Springs and the cloudy water samples. A year ago Sam Draper did a
Microscopic Particulate Analysis on the springs and the State of Utah did a second test.  The
State deemed the springs to be under the direct influence of surface water. Mt. Pleasant City
was given choices as to either redevelop the spring, disconnect the water source from your
system or treat that water. Currently the springs have been disconnected from the culinary and
the city is losing approximately 300 gallons a minute.  The study will look at the options for
the city whether it be another well or install a treatment plant. We will also show the costs
associated with these options. He continued that the council had asked him to look at some
additional items.  First where do we need to be with our source in the next 20 years; and Second
Is there a way we can quit chlorinating the water.  After talking with Sam Draper the 20 year
study has been done and can be taken out.  The Evaluation on the existing capacity can also be
taken out.  Taking these two items out that drops the cost by $2,000.  The cost will be $13,000.
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The time frame to look at the springs will mostly be in July.  There was some discussion on
the existing infrastructure up at the springs. The discussion continued with the recommendation
on what to do with the springs and the flow of water.  The scope of work was discussed as to
the amendments and what should be done.

A motion was made by Monte Bona for the Culinary Water Source Feasibility Study as
amended from $15,000 to a cost of $13,000.  2nd: Ann Deuel

Roll call: Kevin Stallings-yes; Jeff McDonald-yes; Ann Deuel-yes; Justin Atkinson-yes;
Monte Bona- yes.  Motion carried.

Robert Worley presented Sunrise Engineering Proposals/Agreements for: Water Rights
Services and Sunrise Engineering Proposal/Agreement for Water Rights Services re:
Twin Creek and Pleasant Creek Additions.

Sunrise Engineering will prepare an inventory of all water rights of Mt. Pleasant City as
recorded by the Utah Division of Water Rights. Based on the findings of the review, a summary
will be provided of the existing water rights status and propose an action plan to address
deficiencies and future needs of the city.  The inventory will be in book form and include an
interactive PDF version.  The cost of this service is $5,225.  The other option to this
proposal/agreement has two other phases.  Phase II would prepare and inventory on the
Pleasant Creek Irrigation Company at a cost of $2,375. This phase would also prepare an
inventory of all water rights of Pleasant Creek Irrigation Company with the same criterion as
the Mt. Pleasant Water Rights Services.  Phase III would prepare an inventory of all water
rights owned by Twin Creek Irrigation Company at a cost of $2,375 with the same criterion as
Phase I and Phase II.

Mayor Blackham discussed why he wants to do the study on the irrigation companies.  It is
critical for our irrigation. There was a brief discussion by the council.

A motion was made by Monte Bona for Water Rights Services, Phases I, II, and II for a cost
of $9,975 with the Mayor doing everything in his power to get a share from the Irrigation
companies involved. 2nd: Ann Deuel

Roll call: Kevin Stallings-yes; Jeff McDonald-yes; Ann Deuel-yes; Justin Atkinson-yes;
Monte Bona- yes.  Motion carried.

12. Airport Discussion and Decision

Dave Fullmer recounted the history of why we are at the point of making a decision to close
the airport or keep it out.  Six months ago the Utah Department of Transportation gave Mt.
Pleasant City a 90/10 grant for $450,000 from them and 50,000 from the city to help repair the
runway at the airport.  UDOT said this is the last money that we will see for a long time to help
keep our airport going.  He continued that the State doesn’t want to say close your airport.
They have indicated that we have some encroachments that they would like to see fixed.  The
truth is we can’t afford to fix the airport on a long term basis.  It is just too costly for the number
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of people that use it. He continued to explain about the cost to repair the base of the runway
that has deteriorated as well as the cost to repair the current runway. It was his opinion that in
light of the fact that the Manti/Ephraim Airport that is federally funded and FAA approved, it
doesn’t make much sense to put the money into the airport here when there is a nicer one there.

A lively discussion ensued.  Mayor Blackham asked Orson Cook, a pilot that has used the
airport for 30 years what his opinion was.  He said he would like to see it stay.  Rod Smith of
Green Polka Dot Box, a business in the industrial park, also said he would like to see the airport
stay.  Terrell Seely would like to see the airport stay.  The discussion continued about a
private/public airport partnership. There was a discussion about privatizing the airport. Jeff
McDonald wants to keep the airport but not take the State money and attempt to do the repairs
through the city.  Dave Fullmer explained to fix the runway would cost 1.5 million.

Ted Merkle the Manti/Ephraim airport manager sent a letter that Mayor Blackham read.  The
airport in Manti/Ephraim has the AWOS system, that allows instrument landings for pilots
when the valley has cloud cover; it has a fuel station for airplanes; a pilot lounge; it meets FAA
standards and is economically viable; and the funds to do the maintenance and improvements
to keep the airport up to standard.

Jeff McDonald made a motion to not accept the money for UDOT and not close the airport but
keep it as it is and try to make the improvements through the city. No second was made and
the motion died.

Monte Bona made a motion to hold a public hearing to close the airport and change the land
use. 2nd: Justin Atkinson All: Aye

13. Ordinance 2015-01 – Water Conservancy Plan

Motion to accept Ordinance 2015-01 – Water Conservancy Plan was made by Kevin
Stallings. 2nd: Ann Deuel

Roll call: Kevin Stallings-yes; Jeff McDonald-no; Ann Deuel-yes; Justin Atkinson-yes;
Monte Bona-yes.  Motion carried

14. Resolution 2015-01 – Transportation

Jeff McDonald opposed the resolution respectfully stating that it should not be from the city
council.  It should be rewritten as a petition from an individual and submitted that way. Many
questions were asked as to where this resolution originated from.  It was explained it came
from the League of Cities and Towns.  They very much would like the support of the city.
Further information was desired as well as legal counsel and a rationale for the resolution.
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Monte Bona made a motion to table the Resolution 2015-01 and immediately get with legal
counsel and other entities and acquire more information on this transportation resolution.
2nd: Jeff McDonald All: Aye

Discussion on the motion.  It seems awkwardly drafted and could it possibly be rewritten.

15. Splashpad funding to apply to CIB

Dave Oxman presented the facts and paperwork to obtain a grant from CIB regarding the
Splashpad.  The deadline for applying for the grant is February 2, 2015.  The city would apply
for a $75,000 grant with matching funds from the impact fees for parks and recreation and the
swimming pool fund.  A public hearing for the Splashpad will be set up for January 26, 2015.

16. Mayor’s Report

Mayor Blackham reported on the Mayors and Commissioners meeting.  He also stated that we
have a city election this year. The Commissioners want to know if we want to do polling or
vote by mail.  We are to think about and give input back to the Mayor.

The county has committed to purchase pictometry for $26,000 for the next three years.  It will
show property within 3 inches of all property lines to help Ken Bench do the taxes. It will help
planning

Mia Love’s office has a representative for us to speak to her name is Laura Price and her
number is 801-269-5564.

Claudia Jarret is doing a survey for rural communities in Utah with Envisionutah.org.

17. Adjourn – 10:49 PM

____________________________
Jane Banks, Recorder


