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Mt. Pleasant City Council 

MINUTES 

August 11, 2015 

7:30 p.m. 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

The Mt. Pleasant City Council held a regular meeting August 11, 2015 at 7:30 p.m. 

The meeting was held in Council Chambers, 115 West Main, Mt. Pleasant, Utah 

 

1. Welcome 

Mayor David H. Blackham 

 

2. Opening Ceremony: 

Chaplain Dennis Slack had us listen to a message recorded by John Wayne entitled. Face 

the Flag, Son. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance: Monte Bona 

Prayer:  Pastor Cindy Shogren    

  

3. Roll call: 

Jeff McDonald, Kevin Stallings, David H. Blackham, Justin Atkinson, Monte Bona; and 

Recorder, Jane Banks. Ann Deuel was excused. Others in attendance: Dave Oxman, 

Treasurer, Dennis W. Slack, Cindy Shogren, Geniel McDonald, Chris Larsen, Joel Skousen, 

J.L. Thompson, R.L. Taylor, Sam Draper, Ryan Jolley, Fred Draper, Deborah Draper, Chris 

Sorensen, Phillip Wood, Donnalee Brady, Nancy Fillerup, Pat World, Coleen Oltrogge, 

Bruce Larsen, Susan Larsen, Pam Stoker, Claudia Jarrett, Reed Stoker, Dan Anderson, 

Shane Ward, Dallin H, Anderson, Dave Gonzalez. 

 

4. Approval of Agenda Items. 

Jeff McDonald made a motion to approve the agenda as written.  2nd:  Justin Atkinson.    

All: Aye  Motion carried. 

 

5. Approval of Minutes. 

Jeff McDonald mad a motion to approve the minutes for the July 14 and July 28, 2015 

Council meetings.  2nd: Justin Atkinson  All: Aye  Motion carried. 

 

6. Adjustments  

There was some discussion on the adjustments.   

Jeff McDonald made a motion to accept the adjustments from 7-01-2015 to 7-31-2015 in the 

amount of $334.59.  2nd:  Justin Atkinson. 

 

Roll call:  Kevin Stallings – yes; Jeff McDonald – yes; Justin Atkinson - yes; Monte Bona – 

yes.  Ann Deuel – excused. Motion carried. 
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7. Approval of Claims and Requisitions: 

 

There were a few questions on the claims and some discussion.  

 Motion to approve the claims was made by Justin Atkinson to approve the claims dated 7-

28-2015 to 8-7-2015 in the amount of $189.001.   2nd: Kevin Stallings.   

  

 Roll call:  Kevin Stallings-yes; Jeff McDonald-yes; Justin Atkinson- yes; Monte Bona- yes. 

Ann Deuel – excused.  Motion carried. 

  

 Requisition # 8520151631 Cleaning & Inspection of lower water tanks in the amount of 

$3,299.00. 

 Sam Draper explained that the water tanks need cleaned and inspected Monte Bona made 

the motion to approve Requisition # 8520151631 Cleaning & Inspection of lower water 

tanks in the amount of $3,299.00.  2nd: Jeff McDonald.  

  

 Roll call:  Kevin Stallings-yes; Jeff McDonald-yes; Justin Atkinson- yes; Monte Bona- yes. 

Ann Deuel – excused.  Motion carried. 

 

 Requisition #8520151637 CPM8 Edco Scarifier, auto start package and Freight in the 

amount of $5,116.62.   
 Sam Draper explained that the Public Works Department needed this CPM8 Edco Scarifier 

for grinding down sidewalks that have become raised.  It was argued by Jeff McDonald that 

the city could outsource this project rather than have the Public Works Department learn 

how to use this machine. Mayor Blackham explained that there was a need in our city for 

the sidewalk grinder.  Jeff McDonald made a motion to delay purchase of the CPM8 Edco 

Scarifier until Sam Draper had researched the option to outsource this project and had two 

other contractor’s bids in writing.  2nd: Monte Bona. 

 

 Roll call:  Kevin Stallings-yes; Jeff McDonald-yes; Justin Atkinson- yes; Monte Bona- yes. 

Ann Deuel – excused.  Motion carried. 

 

 Requisition #852015832 for a 2008 Ford F-150 Truck for the Public Works 

Department in the amount of $12,056.00. 

 Sam Draper presented the need for the used truck for the Public Works Department.  The 

truck that Cody Spoonire is driving keeps breaking down despite efforts to repair and take 

good care of the older truck that was previously used by the Power Department and given to 

the Public Works Department.  Sam explained that he had budgeted the truck into this year’s 

budget and it was under the amount that he had budgeted.  It was a truck that was on the 

State surplus and had previously been used by the Highway Patrol.  The truck was in good 

condition.  There was a great deal of discussion on the purchase of the truck even though it 

had been budgeted for. Justin Atkinson made the motion to approve Requisition 

#852015832 for a 2008 Ford F-150 Truck for the Public Works Department in the amount 

of $12,056.00. 2nd: Kevin Stallings. 
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 Roll call:  Kevin Stallings-yes; Jeff McDonald-no; Justin Atkinson- yes; Monte Bona- yes. 

Ann Deuel – excused.  Motion carried. 

 

 Requisition #081120150949 for Programming, PLC Replacement Installation, airfare, 

travel time and Per Diem for CF Malm Engineers in the amount of $57, 950. 

 

8.  Public Participation: 
 

Thomas Jones approached the Council about doing an Eagle Scout Project at the Park to 

paint the Park benches and picnic tables.  Jeff McDonald spoke up and said that he was 

planning on putting in new tables and pavilions and suggested that maybe he could look at 

other places in the city to do his project.  Sam Draper said that he would help Thomas Jones 

find a different Eagle Scout Project within the City. 

 

Dallin Anderson presented a project that Mayor Blackham had asked him to look at.  It was 

identifying and a bid for grinding all the stumps in the City.  The bid was taken under 

advisement for a future project.  The money to fund the project would also need to be found. 

 

Joel Skousen spoke on behalf of the airport.  He found it to be a great airport and would be 

willing to pay a user fee to use the airport. He didn’t want it to be closed down. 

 

Dave Gonzalez gave a brief report on the Mountain Man Rendezvous during the Hub City 

Days.  He said it went well but next year they would like to do a 3 day event with one of the 

evenings holding a Buckskinner’s Ball. 

 

Claudia Jarrett, Sanpete County Commissioner wanted to announce again that the County 

Commission was holding another Town Hall Meeting to inform the citizens of Sanpete 

County about the Local Option Sales Tax that is being considered being put on the ballot 

this year.  She wanted to encourage all of the citizens to come and participate. 

 

Bruce Larsen spoke about the water restrictions and only being able to water for 4 hours 

was not enough time to water.  He said the system in place right now just doesn’t work.  He 

would like to have a Town Hall Meeting to discuss it further.  It was stated by Mayor 

Blackham that when the $80,000 water study with JUB was complete, the city would get 

Tracy Allen the engineer, together with everyone and have a Town Hall Meeting to discuss 

his findings. 

 

9. Phase I Street Improvement Contract Award presented by Ryan Jolley, of Jones & 

DeMille Engineering to the Council. 

 

Ryan Jolley stated that the roads involved in the Phase I Street Improvement project are 500 

West, 200 South and 600 East. The source of funding is through Economic Development 

Agency.  They awarded the money for the project because it had access to the Industrial 

Park.  Christensen Brothers were the low bidder on this project and it is recommended they 

be awarded the contract.   The road was originally going to be rubblized but due to the high 

pressure gas lines on both sides of the road the concrete will be lifted out and removed. 
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These roads will be asphalted with road gutters at the different intersections.  He explained 

about the drainage issues.  They are addressing that and by doing so will help the longevity 

of the asphalt on those roadways. Justin Atkinson made a motion to accept the bid from 

Christensen Brothers for the Phase I Street Improvement Contract.  2nd: Kevin Stallings 

Discussion on the motion was begun by Jeff McDonald.  He believes that road should be 

designated as a road for semi-trucks to use. He wanted to know who approved the scope of 

work on Phase I.  Ryan Jolley said that in a meeting with Monte Bona and the engineers 

after the road study had been completed, it was determined which roads were priority. The 

funding for those roads was then looked at. These particular roads have access to the 

industrial and commercial areas of the city.  An application was then sent to Economic 

Development to see if the city could get some funding for those roads.  EDA has a specific 

way that roads need to be completed and that determined the scope of what could be done. It 

was an alternative way to get other funding. Jeff McDonald was disappointed that it is a lot 

of money for so little to be done. The width of the road will be 24 feet wide.  There was a 

heated discussion about the width and the thickness of the road on 2nd South.  The drainage 

was discussed and that it could have been done a different way. Change orders through EDA 

take at least two months. Ryan Jolley explained that for the record the reason the asphalt is 

crumbling so badly is because of people driving on the edge and water sitting on the edges 

of the roadways.  He continued that water on the edge is what damages the asphalt.  It is 

what ruins it.  The reason that the roads in town are in such poor condition is that 20 years 

ago you had an irrigation system. You then put in a piped irrigation system.  You didn’t 

have the ditches any longer and where did the water end draining.  It drained right on the 

edges of your roads.  The roads are now your water ways. That is how your water gets 

through town. The water stops and sits on the edges of the roads.  You look through town 

and you can see those potholes with water and that is how they are chipping away. So, the 

number one culprit in asphalt degradation is water.  Driving on the shoulders of the roads 

isn’t as bad as the water sitting on the edge of the road.  The best maintenance you can do is 

to keep that water off the edges of the asphalt.  It would have been a bad design if we had 

not addressed the drainage issue.  The only way we can keep the water away from the 

asphalt is to put some waterways in there.  Yes, you can put dips with asphalt in there but 

they will actually degrade and crumble on you. Mayor Blackham stood firm on the issue of 

addressing the drainage.  Jeff McDonald proposed some other ways that the drainage could 

be accomplished without putting in the concrete drains.   

   

Roll call:  Kevin Stallings – yes; Jeff McDonald – no; Justin Atkinson –yes; Monte Bona – 

yes. Motion carried. 

 

Ryan Jolley gave a synopsis on the Phase II Street Improvement project. 

The Phase II Street Improvement project has had some issues and many citizens attended 

the meeting to state their concerns.  The citizens on 700 South have concerns about the ship 

seal as opposed to asphalt.  They felt like because they have so many heavy trucks and buses 

going up that road that it should be asphalted. The discussion was quite heated and was 

headed toward argument status.  The individual issues of drainage, road gutters being cut to 

low were being addressed.  The bleeding of the tar was also being addressed.   Ryan Jolley 

was asked to rewrite the specs for 700 South to see if we have the funding available to make 

the change.  Kevin Stallings suggested that supplemental funding be looked at from CIB.   
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Monte Bona stated that we make our decisions on hard data and not public clamber.  

 

A motion was made by Monte Bona that we reassess the 700 South paving, move quickly to 

get the data to move towards a change order from a double chip seal to asphalt.  Looking at 

the costs as well as the time frame for completion.  Work on a concrete engineering figure.  

Including a possible supplemental funding from CIB if necessary, as well as the contingency 

fund.  

 2nd by Kevin Stallings. All: Aye Motion carried. 

   

10. Mayor’s Report 

  

Mayor Blackham asked Dave Fullmer to give a report on the airport.  Dave Fullmer 

reported, that over the last 18 or 19 years the State has put into the airport nearly $767,000. 

The city has put in their 10%, roughly $67,000.  As you know we have turned down the 

State money because it wasn’t even half enough to fix the problems on the runway up to 

their standards.  We know that when you do it to UDOT and FAA standards it costs a lot 

more than when we do it our way.  But we are left with a runway that is quickly 

deteriorating with the weeds and cracks. Nothing has been done with the runway since 2008.  

That was the last time we did a crack seal out there and that is what I am proposing now.  

We have 3 culverts out there, one of which it is pretty bad.  I got an estimate on having the 

worst one replaced. Not replaced in the way that UDOT would do it but the way we have 

done it in the past. Also chip seal, crack seal and a fog coating over the top of it.  All of that, 

if we have Christensen Brothers do it and Kenny Cox do the culvert repair, will cost 

$92,000 to do the runway.  He continued that this is what needs to be done to repair the 

runway out there.  The city went out and cut the weeds down out there and we appreciate it.  

If we look at the past investment and the economic benefit then perhaps an investment of 

$92,000 will be worth it to the city.  Perhaps we can look at it for next Spring.  Kevin 

Stallings mentioned that we were not going to spend any more money out there and close it 

and use it for future development. 

 

11.  Executive Closed Session  

  

 Lasted 29 minutes. 

 

12.  Adjourn – 10:38 PM 

 

 

 

 

 ____________________________ 

Jane Banks, Recorder 


